
REVs 
Unfortunately Toro decided to move Wheel Horse to Minnesota so 
I found myself looking for a different job (I preferred summer 
sports over winter ones), so off to Ohio we went.  
 The good news was I found a local Wheel Horse dealer and 
tractor pulling club there as well, with rules very similar to what 
my tractor was built for. I was back in business. The bad news was 
they changed the rules making my tractor no longer legal to run. It 
became a hassle trying to compete in Ohio as well as Indiana and 
turned out to be more than I cared to do.  
 The four years we lived in Indiana we lived right next door to a 
small grass runway where they flew ultra-light airplanes known as 
powered parachutes. These are motorized carts with a large ram air 
chute similar to the ones skydivers use but twice as big. This 
always looked like an extremely fun activity but I never had the 
funding to fly so I decided to liquidate my pulling tractor and 
components and invest in a powered parachute kit (build it yourself 
type) and try something different.  
 After a few months of careful construction my new aircraft was 
ready to take flight and I was able to experience the biggest rush of 
my life, leaving the ground for the first time and wondering if I had 
done everything “per the specs.” Everything worked correctly and I 
spent several exhilarating hours cruising around the county 
observing the countryside from a different perspective.  
 My next move brought me to Kansas where the average wind 
speed was way too much for my flying machine so I had to say 
goodbye to it and look for a more suitable way to spend my time. 
By this time it was just my wife and I at home and while browsing 
a local Chevy dealership we found our first Corvette, something I 
had always wanted but could never swing. Now I had a production 
built competition car but what to do with it? 
 I was working with a fellow engineer, Bill Preheim, and he 
introduced me to the sport of autocross. After a ride in the 
infamous “Spridget,” I thought, “I can do this,” and out came the 
Corvette. My first event did not go             (Continued to Page 4) 
  

 Happy 2016 everyone. I’m Monte Rans and if you have not 
heard, I am the newly elected Regional Executive for Salina 
Region. You may be wondering who am I and how I ever got to be 
Salina’s RE. Well, let me give you a brief history on how I arrived 
in this prestigious position.  
 My motorsports adventures started back on the farm in Indiana 
where the only competition available to us farm boys was the 
occasional tractor pull at the local county fairs or other nearby 
festivals. After numerous attempts we, dad and I, were able to 
experience the thrill of victory. But as life would have it high 
school ended and college awaited. Of course, like most college 
students, life after school seemed like owing everyone and their 
brother money so all my motorsport activity was put on hold.  
 After a stint at International Harvester I found myself at a lawn 
and garden company, Wheel Horse – currently owned by Toro – 
where I went from working on BIG red tractors to LITTLE red 
tractors. As luck would have it I met a person who was sponsored 
by Wheel Horse that competed on the national-level garden tractor 
pulling circuit.  
 Since Wheel Horse was back in Indiana not too far from where I 
grew up, there were several hometown people I knew that also 
pulled with a local club. They talked me into building a 
competition tractor. Since money was short, and by this time I now 
had a wife and four kids, I built my first tractor with old test parts 
collected from the throw-away bin in the test lab.  
 With help from several friends I was able to build a competition 
tractor. For four years I would load the family in the van and load 
the tractor on a trailer and we would visit the local fairs and 
festivals and enjoy the fair cuisine and pulling competition. 
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Suzanne Scott-Holmes, BSL Subaru WRX STI (Lizzie Enlow-Brown Photo) 
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Next 
Business Meeting 

 

Saturday, Jan. 20 
4:30 p.m. 

 

Fajitas Mexican 
Restaurant 

Minneapolis, Ks. 
 

Business meetings  
are open to all  

members and guests 
 

 

Salina Region Awards Banquet 
Saturday, Jan. 20, 2016 

 
 

Fajitas Mexican Restaurant 
213 N. Rock ~ Minneapolis, Ks. 

Social 6 p.m. ~ Dinner 6:30 p.m. 
 

See information on flyer inside ~ RSVP by Feb. 15 
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Salina Region Schedule ~ 2016 

All at East Crawford Recreation Area unless noted elsewhere 

     Event Chair  
Feb 20 – Awards Banquet Dennis Smith 

Fajitas Mexican Restaurant, Minneapolis, Ks. 
March 19 – Test & Tune  
March 20 – Solo  
April 15-17 – Evolution Schools Rocky Entriken 
        (Friday-Phase 1 ~ Saturday-Phase 2 ~ Sunday-Challenge School) 

April 16-17 – Twin Solos  
May 15 – Solo  
June 5 – Solo  
July 10 – Solo  
Aug 7 – Solo  
Sep 11 – Solo  
Oct 2 – Octoberfast 27 Salina Region Board 
Nov 6 – Solo  
 

If you would like to chair a 2016 event, contact Solo Chair Dennis Smith 

 

Board Members ~ 2016 
• Regional Executive  

MONTE RANS 
620-327-2711 

monter@embarqmail.com 
 

• Assistant R.E. / Webmaster 
Development Committee Chair 

RADLEE BIEN 
479-616-6195 

radleebien@gmail.com 
 

• Secretary 
SUZANNE SCOTT-HOLMES 

(409) 350-2091 
sue@notsue.com 

 

• Treasurer 
 CONNIE PREHEIM 

785-392-2532 
cpreheim42@hotmail.com 

 

• Past R.E. 
BILL PREHEIM 
785-392-2532 

cpreheim42@hotmail.com 
 

• Solo Chair 
DENNIS SMITH 
785-243-6753 
smnck@att.net 

 

• Member At Large 
Chief Registrar 
NANCY SMITH 
785-243-5192 
smnck@att.net 

 

• Member At Large 
Newsletter and Membership 

ROCKY ENTRIKEN 
785-827-5143 

rocky@spitfire4.com 
 

• Member At Large 
Chief of Tech 

CLINT HOLMES 
(409) 363-9889  

sue@notsue.com 
 

• Member At Large 
Equipment Manager 

ABNER PERNEY 
785-822-8570 

abscars@yahoo.com 
 

• Member At Large 
Asst. Equipment Manager 

KEN KENNEDY 
785-643-2225 

kennethkennedy@cox.net 
 

• Member At Large 
Social Media /Facebook 

ARTT MANN 
785-565-3155 

racermann@gmail.com 

 
 

SCCA 2016 Solo Nationals ~ Sep. 7-10 ~ Lincoln. Neb. 

SPS/R&S MiDiv Solo Series - 2016 
  

Apr 30-May 1 — Heartland Park Topeka 
June 25-26 — Neosho, Mo. 
July 30-31 — Lincoln, Neb. 

Meeting Minutes 
(Approved at Jan. 9 Salina Region board meeting) 

December 6, 2015 
 The Salina Region SCCA Dec. 6, 2015, meeting was called to order by Assistant 
R.E. Monte Rans at 3:03 p.m. at Big John’s Brewing Co., Salina, KS. Board members 
present were Rocky Entriken, Dennis Smith, Monte Rans, Abner Perney, Artt Mann, 
and Ken Kennedy. Guests were Clint Holmes and Sandy Entriken.  
 The Nov. 1, 2015, minutes were presented and approved unanimously. Motion to 
approve by Dennis, seconded by Artt.  
 The treasurer’s report was presented and approved unanimously. Motion to approve 
by Rocky, seconded by Artt.  
 Old Business - Helmets - Nine new helmets have been purchased. The club’s four 
(4) existing 2000 series helmets are certified for use through the 2016 racing season. 
Previously all 2000 series helmets were to expire at the conclusion of the 2015 season 
but a one-year extension, through 2016, was approved by SCCA.  
 Awards Banquet - The banquet will be held Feb. 20, 2016, 6:00 p.m. at Fajitas 
Mexican Restaurant, Minneapolis, KS. The February board meeting will precede the 
meeting and begin at 4:30 p.m. Banquet reservations will be sent to banquet chair 
Dennis Smith.  
 A committee was appointed by Asst. R.E. Rans to select the 2015 special award 
recipients. These awards along with solo final standing awards will be presented at the 
banquet. 
 MiDiv Convention - The 2016 convention is scheduled for Jan. 29-31, 2016, at the 
Capital Plaza Hotel, Topeka, KS. Additional information and reservation details may be 
found at www.midiv.org. 
 Motion by Rocky, second by Abner to authorize Salina Region SCCA to pay the 
registration and motel room costs for the R.E. or voting designee to attend the 2016 
convention. Motion passed 6-0. 
 Solo Safety Steward Class - Dennis reported that there will be a safety steward 
class offered at the MiDiv Convention in Topeka. The class will    (Continued to Pg. 3) 
 

Some dates 
tentative 
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Meeting Minutes 
(Continued from Pg. 2) be offered at no cost. Those wishing to attend 
are asked to contact Dennis Smith for both registration and possible car 
pool information. 
 Race Trailer Service - Motion by Dennis, second by Rocky to 
authorize Ken to purchase a solar charging system for the race trailer. 
The system will be used at the event thus eliminating the need to charge 
batteries prior to each event. Motion passed 6-0.  
 New Business - 2016 Solo Schedule - Dennis is finalizing the 2016 
racing schedule and worker assignments. The schedule will be printed in 
The Write Line when it is finalized. 
 Tech Protocol - Stickers will be acquired and used for helmet and 
vehicle inspections. The helmet stickers will aid the tech individuals in 
quick determination of the helmet date. Vehicle inspections, in some 
cases, will be converted to an annual comprehensive inspection with a 
certified inspection sticker utilized. Subsequent inspections will be for 
loose objects and other types of obvious safety concerns. More details 
of the procedure will be explained the first time each competitor’s vehicle 
is inspected. An official tech lane will be established at the northwest 
corner of the event area and all cars will need to proceed to the tech 
lane for appropriate inspections. The lane will be identified for ease of 
location.  
 Region of Record - Rocky reminded board that all officers must have 
Salina as their region of record.  
 Passenger Height Requirements - One of the new SCCA Solo rules 
requires passengers to be at least 57” tall (4’ 9”). Ken will make 
appropriate markings on the race trailer door to be utilized to check 
height when necessary.  
 PAX Scoring - Rocky offered to add PAX scoring to the results 
published following each Solo event. The board enthusiastically 
accepted this offer.  
 Other - Recycling of Trash - Discussion was held regarding this 
suggestion. Further consideration will be given at the first event. 
 Next meetings – Jan. 9, 2016, noon at Martinelli’s, Salina; Feb. 20, 
2016, 4:30 p.m., Fajitas Mexican Restaurant, Minneapolis, KS. 
 Meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 
 Submitted by: Ken Kennedy, secretary  
 

Meeting Minutes 
(Subject to correction and approval at the next Salina Region board meeting) 

January 9, 2016 
 The Salina Region SCCA Jan. 9, 2016, meeting was called to order 
by R.E. Bill Preheim at 12:13 p.m. at Martinelli’s Little Italy, Salina, KS. 
Board members present were Rocky Entriken, Dennis Smith, Monte 
Rans, Abner Perney, Artt Mann, Bill and Connie Preheim, and Ken 
Kennedy. Guests were Chris Rans and Sandy Entriken.  
 The Dec. 6, 2015, minutes were presented and approved 
unanimously. Motion to approve by Connie, seconded by Artt.  
The treasurer’s report was presented and approved unanimously. 
Motion to approve by Ken, seconded by Artt.  
 Officer Election –The 2016 office election results were certified. 
Monte Rans elected Regional Executive, Radlee Bien elected Assistant 
R.E. and Suzanne Scott-Holmes elected Secretary. Bill Preheim will 
serve on the board as Past R.E. 
 Board Appointments – In addition to the officers above, the 
Treasurer and Solo Chair are designated as board members in the 
region’s By-Laws. Connie Preheim and Dennis Smith were appointed to 
continue in those posts respectively.  
 

 The board then appointed by unanimous vote the addition of the 
following At-Large board members: Chief Registrar Nancy Smith; Chief 
of Tech Clint Holmes; Equipment Manager (Trailer Wrangler) Abner 
Perney; Asst. Equipment Manager Ken Kennedy; Newsletter and 
Membership Rocky Entriken; and At-Large member Artt Mann.  
 Old Business - Awards Banquet - The banquet will be Feb. 20, 
2016, 6:00 p.m. at Fajitas Mexican Restaurant, Minneapolis, KS. The 
February board meeting will precede the banquet at 4:30 p.m. The 
banquet reservations will be sent in the near future by banquet chair 
Dennis Smith and will be included in the next newsletter. 
 MiDiv Convention - The 2016 Midwest Division SCCA convention is 
scheduled for Jan. 29-31, 2016, at the Capital Plaza Hotel, Topeka, KS. 
Additional information and reservation details may be found at 
www.midivscca.org.  
 Solo Safety Steward Class - Dennis reported that there will be a 
safety steward class offered at the MiDiv Convention in Topeka. The 
class will be on Sunday, Jan. 31 at 9:00 a.m. The class will be offered at 
no cost. Those wishing to attend are asked to contact Dennis Smith for 
both registration and possible car pool information. 
 2016 Schedule - Rocky, Dennis and Monte reviewed the tentative 
2016 Salina Region Solo Schedule. The schedule will be finalized in the 
near future. 
 Stickers - Ken reported that he has the 2016 helmet and vehicle 
inspection stickers ordered and they will arrive within a week. 
The board authorized Rocky to order 1,000 replacement Salina Regina 
SCCA stickers. Motion to approve Bill, seconded by Artt, motion passed 
unanimously.  
 New Business - Jr. Kart Authorization Form - Monte will review the 
required form to register the Jr. Kart events and Dennis will finalize it and 
send it to SCCA.  
 MiDiv Convention, Proxy Vote - Monte designated Rocky as his 
proxy to vote on behalf of the Salina Region SCCA if R.E. is not present 
to vote.  
 Next meeting – Feb. 20, 2016, 4:30 p.m., Fajitas Mexican 
Restaurant, Minneapolis, KS. 
 Meeting adjourned at 2:07 p.m. 
 Submitted by: Ken Kennedy, secretary  

 
 

Utterly Obscure British Car Humour 

(A Triumph TR3B tractor!) 
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