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Graduation. It's that time of year. Connie and I will
be traveling to both high school and college graduation
ceremonies for family in the near future, and as a result
we will be in Texas during our Mirror Khana.
Sometimes our schedule choices are made by powers
beyond our control. Such is life.

The Mirror Khana is a decades-old Salina Region
tradition, first run in 1973. Timing and scoring is not
accomplished with clocks. Winners are decided by
being the first to return to the finish line. The course is a
tried and proven clockwise loop with a common finish
line across both the northbound and southbound legs
close to the middle of the loop. The northbound car is at
the start line on the west side, a short distance south of
the finish line, and across the track on the east side, the
southbound car is at a starting line the same distance
from the finish line.

When the starter gives the signal, both competitors
run one complete lap of the course returning to the
finish line where they started. Scoring judges are on
each side of the course observing the common finish
line to watch which car crosses the line first. Simple.
There actually have been finishes so close they were
called a draw, and a re-run was needed to determine the

winner. This is a double elimination event, so everyone
gets a chance to recover from a loss. Connie and I wish
we could be there, we hope you will attend, compete,
and share in the fun.

On the 10th of May, Connie and I traveled to Yoder
to autocross in the rain. The old airport runways at
Yoder are flat, no crown down the middle like we are
used to at Salina's East Crawford Recreation Area old
airport runway. The result is standing water, puddles to
splash through. Connie and I were one of three couples
driving Mazda Miatas in C Street and E Street classes.
Post-event all six of us got together for a late lunch and
lively conservation. Great fun!

Recently, while reading the Solo Rules book, I
discovered that upgrading the brakes on our FSPridget
[an Austin Healey Sprite/MG Midget in FSP —Ed.] is an
option. The only thing you can't do is install smaller
brakes. Since the Midget's brakes are already really
small, I reasoned bigger brakes would be better. When
scouring the internet, I discovered that Wilwood makes
a plethora of wonderful, adaptable, bigger/better brake
parts. Decisions, decisions. This is not speeding up the
FSPridget assembly process. Stay tuned.

—Bill Preheim

R.E. Salina Region, S.C.C.A.

cpreheim42@hotmail.com

316-772-3638, cell (voice only)

~ ~ Next Events ~ ~

Wirrer Kname 200 - June 7

East Crawford Recreation Area
Pre-register - www.salinascca.com — NO WALK-INS
Registration/Tech/Coursewalk - 8-9 a.m. ~ Driver’s meeting - 9 a.m.
Practice, two runs each - 9:30-noon (approx.) ~ Competition Immediately following
This is a special event, two cars head-to-head on a full-loop course
That other guy is the only one you have to beat ... this time

Artt Mann will be cooking up his special BBQ. $5 donation.

Next
Business Meeting

June 7
After Mirror Khana

Legends Bar & Grill

Quality Inn
W. Crawford & I-135

Business meetings
are open to all
members and guests
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Board Members ~ 2015

* Regional Executive
BILL PREHEIM
316-772-3638
cpreheim42 @hotmail.com

* Assistant R.E.
MONTE RANS
620-327-2711

monter@embarqmail.com

* Secretary
KEN KENNEDY
785-643-2225
kennethkennedy@cox.net

¢ Treasurer
CONNIE PREHEIM
785-392-2532
cpreheim42 @hotmail.com

¢ Past R.E.
VACANT

* Solo Chair
DENNIS SMITH
785-243-6753
smnck@att.net

* Member At Large
Chief Registrar
NANCY SMITH
785-243-5192
smnck@att.net

* Member At Large
Newsletter & Membership
ROCKY ENTRIKEN
785-827-5143
rocky@spitfire4.com

* Member At Large
Chief of Tech
CHARLES ORTIZ
321-442-4394
charlesjortiz@yahoo.com

* Member At Large
Equipment Manager
ABNER PERNEY
785-822-8570
abscars@yahoo.com

* Member At Large
ARTT MANN
785-565-3155

racermann@gmail.com

Other Officials ~ 2015

Webmaster
DAVID KNUDSEN ADAM MOUNIVONG
706-207-8336 _
impalanar@gmail.com adamounivong@gmail.com

Development Committee Chair
RADLEE BIEN
479-616-6195

jayhawkfan1000@yahoo.com

Salina Region Schedule ~ Z&iS

All at East Crawford Recreation Area unless noted elsewhere

Event Chair
Jun 7 - Solo: Mirror Khana XXXVII Monte Rans
Jul 5 - Solo Artt Mann
Jul 26 - Solo Charles Ortiz
Aug 30 — Solo Radlee Bien
Sep 20 - Solo: R.E. Challenge 15.1 Wichita Region
Sep 27 - Solo: R.E. Challenge 15.2 Bill Preheim
Oct 11 - Solo: Octoberfast 26 Salina Region Board
Nov 1 —Solo Rocky Entriken
MiDiv SPS/R&S MiDiv Solo Series - 2015

June 13-14 — Neosho, Mo.
August 1-2 — Lincoln, Neb.

Sy geplIEs Additional events TBA

SCCA 2015 Solo Nationals ~ Sep. 8-11 ~ Lincoln. Neb.

Rules for life

by Bill Gates

e RULE 1 - Life is not fair — get used to it.

e RULE 2 - The world won't care about your self-esteem. The
world will expect you to accomplish something BEFORE you
feel good about yourself.

e RULE 3 - You will NOT make 40 thousand dollars a year right
out of high school. You won't be a vice president with a car
phone, until you earn both.

e RULE 4 - If you think your teacher is tough, wait till you get a
boss. He doesn't have tenure.

e RULE 5 - Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity. Your
grandparents had a different word for burger flipping — they
called it opportunity.

e RULE 6 - If you mess up, it's not your parents' fault, so don't
whine about your mistakes, learn from them.

e RULE 7 - Before you were born, your parents weren't as boring
as they are now. They got that way from paying your bills,
cleaning your clothes and listening to you talk about how cool you
are. So before you save the rain forest from the parasites of your
parent's generation, try delousing the closet in your own room.

e RULE 8 - Your school may have done away with winners and
losers, but life has not. In some schools they have abolished
failing grades and they'll give you as many times as you want to
get the right answer. This doesn't bear the slightest resemblance
to ANYTHING in real life.

e RULE 9 - Life is not divided into semesters. You don't get
summers off and very few employers are interested in helping
you find yourself. Do that on your own time.

e RULE 10 - Television is NOT real life. In real life people
actually have to leave the coffee shop and go to jobs.

e RULE 11 - Be nice to nerds. Chances are you'll end up working
for one.




The Write Line

June 2015 ~ Page 3

SCCA Memorres

Mirror Khana XVI (1990) “’

By Ellen Zitzlsperger

Mirror Khana, for those of you who aren’t familiar with the
event, is where people race people, not clocks. It is a double
elimination event that has been held for 30 years in Salina,
Kansas. Mirror Khana is a unique course with two parallel
starting lines where one car starts by going north and one starts

by going south. Whoever gets back to
their starting line first, wins.

In 1990, Nebraska Region was 27
strong at the event. The event was
plagued (as some events seem to be)
with mechanical issues. E.J. Poss had
issues with not only his Pantera
(turned out to be a fuse) and also with
his tow vehicle. I don’t remember
what the issues were with other
drivers like Mark Walker and Dave
Zitzlsperger, and no doubt a few
others who had problems, but I
remember clearly the problem with
Don Knop’s Shelby.

Don went out on his first round in
the preliminaries Sunday morning and
the next thing we knew he was
stopped on the course, out of the car,
and on his hands and knees peering
under the front end. There had been a
loud *SNAP!* and it turned out that a
lower control arm and motor mount
bracket had broken.

At least a dozen people went
running out onto the course to his aid.
Then someone ran back to get a
wheeled jack, put it under the left
front, and the group slowly pushed
the Shelby off the course and back to

the pits. It looked more like they were an honor guard escorting a
fallen friend rather than just some friends pushing a broken car.

If Don had taken the next (90 degree) corner, the wheel might
have buckled under, and that beautiful car might have landed on
its shiny black nose. The look on Don’s face as the procession
entered the pits was more like a parent looking at his child ... a
child with a broken arm. There was surely no way to fix it in time
to go on running and he had obviously lost the first round
already. (Remember this is a double elimination event.)

Rocky Entriken (the event master) got on the P.A. and told
Don to grab another car and motor on. I walked over to Don and
held out the keys to my Mustang which was in the same class as

of contemplating of all the options he had, to my surprise, Don

picked my car to finish his runs.

Keep in mind that Don had driven my car twice before during
the previous year — once in a fun run and once at a Solo school
and that time only in the slalom section. The difference between

7 his Shelby and my Mustang were as different as their colors —
black and white. He even had to borrow numbers to use since his

[WIIRIROLR RKFARNA 2281

How it works: One car lines up headed
south, the other headed north. Both drive
the full course. First one back wins.

The event is a double-elimination
tournament format, you must lose
twice to be put out of the contest.

Everyone gets two practice runs
in the morning, one each direction.
Then the double-elimination means
everyone has at least four runs,
more if you win matches.

Brackets are set up so a driver
always has as many competition
runs as his opponent, bye runs are
factored in to equalize times on
course.

This event requires pre-entry.

No walk-in entries. It’s necessary
to be able to set up the brackets.
Entries are grouped to create larger
Classes for the brackets, but
championship points are scored as if
running only in their own class.

Arrive early. Registration, tech
and coursewalks at 8 a.m.,
driver’s meeting at 9 a.m. and
practice right after. Competition runs
commence around noon.

cheer him on!

white numbers didn’t show on my car. There were 23 years of
technological difference in the two cars, not to mention that his
Shelby was a coupe and a stick, while my Mustang was a
convertible and an automatic.

That didn’t stop Don. He managed three quick wins in my car

to finish the preliminaries and qualify
for the finals. I will say it every time
someone says that someone else has a
better car than they have. It’s NOT
the car, folks. It’s the driver!

Once the preliminaries were over
there was time before the finals to
worry about the Shelby. Maybe there
was time to fix it? They loaded it into
Bob Woodhouse’s trailer and took it
to a Salina Region member’s shop
where they thought maybe they could
do something. Sadly, this wasn’t the
movies. When the car came back
under its own power, we all hoped for
the best but it had been spot welded
good enough to limp it home, not fit
enough to let it run the event.

So, Don went to the finals in my
car. First, he beat Mark Alft. Not an
easy thing to do. Next, John
LaRandeau went up against Dana
Moore (both in Camaros) and it was
so close, a lot of us thought maybe
the final would be John versus Don.
Dana won. Then Don ran against
Dana, and I feel obligated here to
point out that if Don had been smart,
he would have borrowed Dana’s car
instead of mine. Don won. The final

was Don versus Rob Pickrell, and ... it was not to be.

At Mirror Khana it is people versus people, not people versus
clocks. But at Mirror Khana XVI in 1990, there wasn’t a person
there that didn’t cheer themselves hoarse or somehow help Don
with his movie-worthy fairy tale ride to an “almost” victory.
Second in a 14-car class is not a bad finish. It couldn’t have
happened without someone to loan him a car to drive, someone to
loan him numbers, someone to loan him a wheeled jack, someone
to loan him a trailer, and someone to loan him his shop, along
with his welding skills, and all of the Nebraska Region entrants to

John LaRandeau and I saw that Don limped safely home.

his car (although I would have told you it didn’t have nearly the
class that the Shelby had when it was just sitting still).
I wasn’t the only person with keys in my hand, but after a lot

Almost 25 years later, I’'m delighted to see that occasionally Don
still brings that proud black beauty out to events.
—From Nebraska Region’s “Exhaust Notes”
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